SERVUS DEI SAINT STORIES / LEADER GUIDE

Saint Martin of Tours

The Warm Cloak

Ages about 7-11 | Video 7:18 | Group lesson about 25-35 minutes

Central truth Martin noticed a freezing man and shared what he had. His dream of Jesus helped him
understand that love for a person in need is love offered to Christ.

Learning goals Children will connect the man's need with Martin's response, explain the meaning of the
dream, and choose a useful gift they can share with adult guidance.

Gather Video access, one handout per child, pencils or crayons, and a Bible.

Watch online Open this video on Servus Dei

Before watching | 2 minutes

Ask: What might we miss when we hurry past someone? Introduce the cold road and invite children to
notice the moment Martin stops.

Watch and notice

Watch through the gift and the dream. Pause to connect the two scenes: where did we first see the half
cloak? Continue to see how Martin's service grows as a monk and bishop.

Talk together | 6-8 minutes

1. What did Martin notice that other travelers passed by?
A man was shivering and needed warmth. Martin treated him as a person whose suffering mattered.

2. Why was half a cloak useful?
It met a real need with something Martin actually had. He did not have to wait until he could give a perfect or
impressive gift.

3. Why did Jesus appear wearing that cloak in the dream?
The dream shows Christ's closeness to the person in need. Caring for the man was a way of loving Jesus.

4. How did Martin's later life resemble the cloak story?
He kept giving time, care, prayer, and help. As bishop he sought to serve people rather than make himself
important.

Then respond and pray Allow 6-8 minutes for a handout or the activity on page 2; finish with the closing prayer.
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Lead the response

Saint Martin of Tours

Short family lesson Watch the video, choose one recall question and one application question, then pray. About 12-18
minutes; the handout is optional.

Choose a handout
Draw & Tell Children show the cold road before and after Martin stops. Ask them to include the same two people
and explain what changes because of mercy.

Read & Write Children identify a need, interpret the dream, and plan a useful act of sharing. The plan should
consider permission and what the other person actually needs.

Adapt by readiness
Ages 7-8: use before and after language. Ask what the man needed and what Martin could share.

Ages 9-11: compare helping for applause with helping because someone matters. Discuss how leadership can
continue the same habit of mercy.

What would actually help? | Optional 4 minutes

Offer three situations: a cold person, a lonely person, and a child missing a pencil. Children suggest different useful
responses. Discuss why listening matters before offering the same thing to everyone.

Look for understanding Look for a connection between need and response, and between the shared cloak and
Jesus in the dream. A good plan is specific, welcome, and possible.

Closing prayer Jesus, help us notice people we might pass by. Teach us to share wisely and love you in our
neighbors. Saint Martin of Tours, pray for us. Amen.

At home With an adult, choose one useful item or some time to share. Ask what is needed and give with respect for
the recipient.

Handout answer notes The man needed warmth; Martin shared his cloak. The dream connects love of neighbor with
love of Christ. Accept a useful, respectful plan involving an adult where needed.

Teach with care

Have a scarf or piece of paper to fold as a reminder of the shared cloak. No cutting, weapons, or costume reenactment is
needed. The geese episode is a later legend. The film compresses the timeline: Martin was baptized while still serving in
the army, before leaving it. Do not use the film's baptism placement as a chronology exercise. Children should seek adult
help rather than approach unfamiliar people alone.

Words to explain Charity: loving God and our neighbor. Catechumen: someone preparing for Baptism. Humility:
recognizing our gifts and limits without making ourselves the center.

Sources for the leader

Life and shared cloak: Benedict XVI, Angelus. 11 November 2007
Loving Christ in others: Matthew 25:35-40
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One stop made a difference

Saint Martin of Tours

Martin saw a person who needed warmth.

Name

Adult helper Read aloud. Invite drawing, pointing, or spoken answers. Writing is optional.

1 BEFORE: Draw the man and Martin on the cold road.

2 AFTER: Draw what changes when Martin shares.

Tell What did Martin have? How did it help?

Pray Jesus, help me notice and share with love. Amen.

At home Share your picture and one thing you learned about God or following Jesus.
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More than a piece of cloth

Saint Martin of Tours

Look closely at Martin's gift and what it meant.

Name

1 Match the need
What did the man need, and how did Martin respond?

Martin noticed ...

2 Read the meaning
What did Jesus wearing the cloak help Martin understand?

Caring for someone in need can be ...

3 Plan useful sharing
What could you share, and how will you know it is welcome?

With an adult, | can ...

Pray Jesus, help me notice and share with love. Amen.

Go deeper How could a leader show the same kind of mercy without giving away a cloak?
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